Worship in Lent

Musical Prelude
(The Table is prepared.)

The Service of the Word
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
(All who are able, please stand.)

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Gray Songbook 469)
Wash your hands, you sinners.
Purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Grieve, mourn, and wail.
Change your laughter into mourning;
change your joy into gloom.
Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and the Lord will lift you up.
Father in heaven,
longer than we can remember,
we have been hiding from you.
You would be our life, our joy, our rest.
But longer than we can remember,
we have gone the way of Sin.
And it has been a way of death,
a way of sorrow,
a way of endless toil.

James 4:8-10

Lord Jesus,
longer than we can remember,
our own desires and disappointments
have diverted our attention from your Kingdom.
You call us to be disciples
who reflect the light of your redemption and peace
to a world held captive by the Prince of Darkness.
But longer than we can remember,
we have been a cloudy mirror,
and the light has grown dim.

Holy Spirit,
longer than we can remember,
we have put out the fires you kindle.
You would set our hearts ablaze with the Gospel.
But longer than we can remember,
we have added little fuel
to the flame of our faith.
And there is too little heat and too little light.

(A time of silence follows for us to consider our collusion with Sin.)

Nevertheless there is good news!
For surely Jesus, the servant of the Lord,
took up our pain
and bore our suﬀering.
Yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by God,
and aﬄicted.

Isaiah 53:4-6

But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities.
The punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray;
each of us has turned to our own way.
And the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
As a result,
there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Because in Christ Jesus,
the law of the life-giving Spirit
has freed you
from the law of Sin and Death.
Thanks be to God!

Romans 8:1-2

The peace of the Lord always be with you.
And also with you.
(We bless one another with peace, after which all may be seated.)

Welcome
The Prayers
(The prayers are concluded with the following:)

Almighty God,
whose Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the joy set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame,
and now sits at your right hand:
grant the yearning heart of our prayers,
that we may know you and love you and serve you
now and in a world set free from Sin and Evil
and made forever new.
Amen.

Oﬀerings

Hebrews 12:2

Scripture

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“How Blest Are They Whose Trespass” (Gray Songbook 32:1,2,3)

New Testament Reading: Romans 5:12-19
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(All who are able, please stand.)

The Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
The Gospel of God’s Messiah.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus.
(All may be seated.)

Sermon

(All who are able, please stand.)

Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified;
who spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We aﬃrm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come.
Amen.
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The Service of the Table
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father Almighty,
it is right, it is good, it is joyful,
to thank you always and everywhere.
You sent your only Son
to a world lost in sin and wickedness,
to do for us what we could never do for ourselves.
And so he lived among us a human life without flaw,
fulfilling the promises made
through the Law and the Prophets.
He became for Israel and for all the world
a great high priest who oﬀered himself on the cross
as a final and complete sacrifice
to accomplish the rescue of this lost world.
He defeated the Devil and the Powers,
including Sin and Death
and the idolatries of power and profit and pleasure.
And he established your right and just Kingdom,
in which your name is honored
and your will is done.
All praise to you!

How we thank you, O God!
that before his sacrifice,
our Lord Jesus gave this holy Supper to us;
that through faith,
we receive his Body and Blood;
and that by the Holy Spirit,
we are united with him
in his life, death, and resurrection.
All praise to you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
Unite us also with one another
and with all who take the bread and the cup.
May our unity testify to the oneness of God
and invite the people of this broken and divided world
into the life of your Kingdom.
All praise to you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
from ages past and for ages yet to come,
you alone are God!

The Institution
On the night he was handed over
to suﬀering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, O God,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat:
This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this to remember me.”
After supper he took the cup;
and when he had given thanks to you, O God,
he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood;
do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.”

“Ah, Holy Jesus” (Gray Songbook 386)
(After which all may be seated.)

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

The Consecration
Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit
upon your gathered people
and upon these your gifts,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be a communion
of the Body and Blood of Christ,
and that we may be strengthened
for the struggle against Sin
and may faithfully resist the Evil One.

1 Corinthians 10:16

All this we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who gives us the boldness to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
Matthew 6:9-13
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done—
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one,
for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

The Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Take them, remembering that Christ died for you.
And feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
Amen.
(With the giving of the bread, the following or similar words are said.)

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
Amen.
(With the giving of the cup, the following or similar words are said.)

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
Amen.
(After which all return to their seats.)

Prayer
God of mercy,
how we thank you for your great faithfulness!
You never forget your promises.
You never forsake your people.
Jesus suﬀered alone,
abandoned to the cross and its curse.
Yet you didn’t leave him the prisoner of death.
Jesus lives!
And by your grace and through your Spirit,
we live, too.
Lead us now and until the end
in the new and living way of your Kingdom.
Amen.
(All who are able, please stand.)

“Lift High the Cross” (Gray Songbook 373:1,2,6)
Blessing
The Lord calls you; come.
The Lord leads you; follow.
The Lord sends you; go.
And may the love of God go with you,
the wisdom of God teach you,
and the presence of God make you new.
Amen.
(We depart to serve the Lord.)

Musical Postlude

(Song texts are reprinted by permission via CCLI license number 107795.)

